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COPYRIGHT ISSUES: ONE OF THE CHALLENGES OF

WRITING A TEXTBOOK 

· experience based on writing a textbook for intermediate/advanced students of Italian:

Dal fascismo a oggi: percorsi paralleli nella storia, nella letteratura e nel cinema, Guerra Edizioni, Perugia, Italy (to come out in early 2005);

· permission necessary for a text longer than half a page (roughly), not presented as a quotation (check the law of the country you are dealing with);

· determine who is the holder of copyrights: Publisher? Literary agent? Author?  Institution? Foundation?

· first call, determine who is in charge, then write;

· information you need to have ready for each request:

· about your book: 

· Number of copies that will be published in the first edition

· Estimated cover price

· about the passage for which you are asking permission:

· Author, title, year of publication


· from page ..., line #, to page ..., line #

· total number of lines

· you may also be asked the following:

· approx. # of words

· approx. number of characters (with or without spaces)
· list of other authors whose writings will be included in your textbook
· always stress in your request that you are writing a textbook for educational purposes.
Sample letter to Publisher / Literary agent, etc.:

Dear (name of Permission  Editor):

I am the author of  (title), a textbook /anthology/ reader, for the teaching of  (name of language) as a second language to students at the intermediate/advance level. 

The book will be publised by  (name of publisher) and distributed to institutions of higher education in  (US and / or abroad) devoted to the teaching of (name of language).

One section of the volume is devoted to  (chapter or section where the reading will be included). Therefore, I hereby request permission to reproduce the following selection: 

Author, title, year of publication

from page ..., line #, to page ..., line #

total number of lines: ...

approx. # of words: ...

approx. number of characters (with or without spaces):  ...
I am also including the following information:

Number of copies that will be published in the first edition: ...

Estimated cover price: ...

Other authors whose writings will be included in this anthology/textbook/reader:  ...
If you are not the current copyright holder, I would appreciate it if you could  provide the name of the person or institution  to whom I should address  this request.

I assure you that proper citation of the above passage(s) will be included in the text. Thank you in advance for your prompt response. 








Sincerely,
Useful websites on copyrights / fair use:

http://www.library.tufts.edu/tisch/fair_use/
(University policy on fair use of copyrighted materials)

http://ase.tufts.edu/cae/occasional_papers/copyright.htm
(Copyright Law of the United States of America, U.S. Supreme Court Copyright Decisions , and other useful links )

