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FROM INSPIRATION TO PUBLICATION

Are there other books on the same subject / in the same format?

· Check carefully (publisher will ask you)

· If yes: what would set yours apart?

· Old publication: yours has a more modern approach

· Should exist in Spanish, German, etc…

· Different length

· Better presentation

· Cheaper -> more accessible for students

· If no: why not?

· No one has thought about it?

· There is no market for it?

How can you tell if your idea is good?

· Ask colleagues you trust

· Use parts of it in class

What market / level do you want to address?

· 1st/2nd year / more advanced, specialized

· Just for faculty, or for students

· If for students, with teacher’s edition, or teacher’s manual?

How do you find a publisher?

· Internet search

· Go to conferences and meet them there

· Call them on the phone first

What kind of person are you?

· Hands off (publisher does everything) / hands on (you decide a lot)

PROSPECTUS WRITING TIPS

What to send

· Proposal (letter)

· Your knowledge of the subject (research done, experience)

· What makes your book interesting (why would a publisher want it)

· The market / competition

· When you could get it done

· What it will look like: number of pages, iconography (=> getting 

permissions)

· Will it have ancillaries

· Offer references (people who have used it and could give their opinion)

· Resume

· Manuscript (part/whole)

· Table of contents

· Preface

What not to do:

· Spelling mistakes in letter and proposal

· Type clearly, cleanly, polish presentation

Be open to suggestions, changes from publisher and reviewer(s)

Be confident, believe in yourself!
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